190                    2DGAR ALLAN POE,
the following letter, with ita side-liglits upon other topics, sufficiently illustrates : —
PIIILA,, Aug. 28, 18.13,
MY DEAR SIB,— I have just reca your letter, on-closing one in hieroglyphics! writing from Mr. Meek, and hasten to reply, since you desire it; although, wmio months ago, I was obliged to make a vow that I would engage in the solution of no more cryptographs. Tho reason of my malting tliia vow will be readily understood, Much ciuiosity was excited throughout the country "by my solutions of these cyphers, and a great number o£ persons felt a desire to test my powers individually — so that I was, at one time absolutely overwhelmed i and this placed me in a dilemma; for I had either to devote my whole time to the solutions, or the correspondents would suppose me a mere boaster, incapable of fulfilling my promises. I had no alternative hut to solve all j hnt to each correspondent I made known my intentions to solve no more. You will hardly believe me when I tell you that I have lost, in time, which to mo is money, move than a thousand dollars, in solving ciphers, with no other object in view than that just mentioned, A really difficult cipliBr requires yast labor and the most patient thought m its solution1. MivMeelt's letter is very simple indeed, and merely shows- that he misapprehends the 1 \Bhole matter. It runs thus : —
[Here follows tho solution.]
is the whole of Mr. Meek's letter — but ho is i'ht supposing that I "pride myself" upon: my ,of ciphers.   I feel little pride about anything,. It U yei$ tauoj as he says, tltat eyphew writing is " no
